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Tony Restaino, Md, PhD

• Medical School: University of South 
Dakota

• Fellowship: Hematology/Oncology

• Research Track: ARP

• Research Interests: The tumor 
microenvironment, especially sarcomas, 
and the interaction of the peripheral 
nervous system on developing tumors. 
Also interested in cancer survivorship and 
ways to improve quality of life after cancer 
treatment.

• Hobbies: In my time off, I enjoy cooking 
and traveling. I was a diver all the way 
through college, and I enjoy keeping up 
with the USA and international diving 
competitions. I am also a big fan of comic 
books!
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Tyler Cunningham, Md, PhD

• Medical School: University of 
Miami Miller School of Medicine

• Fellowship: Hematology/Oncology

• Research Track: ARP

• Research Interests: I'm interested 
in the modulation of mRNA and 
protein synthesis as therapeutic 
strategy for pediatric cancers 
including leukemia, lymphoma, 
and glioblastoma.

• Hobbies: I enjoy running, IPAs, 
concerts/live music, and traveling 
with my partner. I was once on an 
episode of Slime Time Live!



Jesus 

Melendez-

Montañez, 

MD

• Medical School: Ponce Health Sciences 
University- Ponce School of Medicine

• Fellowship: Pulmonology

• Research Track: ARP

• Research Interests: Asthma, Rare Lung 
Diseases, and Social Determinants of 
Health

• Hobbies: I collect vinyl records!



LAURA SteenBerge, MD, Phd

• Medical School: UW-Madison

• Fellowship: Infectious Disease

• Research Track: IRP

• Research Interests: Metabolic rewiring 
during infections

• Hobbies: I love gardening! Some of my 
favorite things to grow are tomatoes, 
tomatillos, brussels sprouts, dahlias, and 
zinnias.



Haley Strouf Motley, MD, MPh

• Medical School: University of Wisconsin 
School of Medicine and Public Health

• Fellowship: Adolescent Medicine

• Research Track: ARP

• Research interests: Community partnered 
research, community-based interventions, 
public health, adolescent and LGBTQ+ 
health, health equity

• Hobbies: Outside of medicine, I love to read 
(fun fact: I’ve read every book that has won 
the Pulitzer Prize for fiction) and run (fun 
fact: I run the Pittsburgh 1/2 marathon every 
spring).
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Emma Powers, MD

• Medical School: University of Florida

• Fellowship: PICU

• Research Track: Categorical Plus

• Research Interests: Pharmacogenomics of 
sedation in the PICU

• Hobbies: You'll find me hiking with my 
husband and dogs and/or trying out a 
new breweries on the weekends. During 
the week, I'll be at a gym classes with co-
residents after work. I am also currently 
trying to learn German through 
Duolingo to talk more to my husband’s 
family.
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Adriana 

Fresquez, MD, 

PHD

• Undergrad: Colorado State 
University

• Medical School: Chicago 
Medical School at Rosalind 
Franklin University 

• Fellowship: Endocrinology

• Research Track: Integrated 
Research Pathway

• Research Interests: Calcium 
signaling and pediatric obesity

• Hobbies: Board games, weight 
lifting, petting my cat



Clint Piper, 

MD, PHD

• Undergrad: University of 
Michigan

• Medical School: Medical 
College of Wisconsin

• Fellowship: 
Hematology/Oncology

• Research Track: Accelerated 
Research Pathway

• Research Interests: Pediatric 
leukemia and the biology of 
graft vs host disease 

• Funding: T32

• Hobbies: Running, biking, 
traveling, exploring Pittsburgh's 
nooks and crannies



Michelle Roe, 

MD

• Undergrad: University of 
Connecticut

• Medical School: University of 
South Florida

• Fellowship: 
Hematology/Oncology

• Research Track: Accelerated 
Research Pathway

• Research Interests: All things 
sarcoma!

• Funding: T32 and 
Burroughs Welcome Fund 
Physician Scientist Incubator 
Program

• Hobbies: Spending time with 
family, hiking, camping, biking, 
enjoying live music



Tianyi Wu, 

MD, PHD

• Undergrad: Duke University

• Medical School: UT 
Southwestern

• Fellowship: PICU 

• Research Track: Integrated 
Research Pathway

• Research Interests: DNA 
damage repair, cancer genomics

• Hobbies: Baking, puzzles, 
cycling
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Aaron altman, md, phd

• Undergrad: Pomona College

• Medical School: SUNY Upsate 
Medical University

• Fellowship: Infectious Diseases

• Research Track: Integrated 
Research Pathway

• Research Interests: Host-pathogen 
interactions, viral modulation of 
immune system

• Hobbies: Cooking, baking, board 
games, building computers



Catherine 

Corey, MD, 

Mph

• Undergrad: Grove City College

• Medical School: University of 
Pittsburgh

• Fellowship: Endocrinology

• Research Track: Accelerated 
Research Pathway

• Research Interests: Bone health in 
type 1 diabetes

• Funding: T32 and 
Burroughs Welcome Fund Physician 
Scientist IncubatorProgram

• Hobbies: Spoiling my dog, anything 
outside with my friends, baking, 
kayaking, failing at home 
repairs/projects, cheering for the 
Pittsburgh Steelers!



Sydney 

Rooney, MD

• Undergrad: Johns Hopkins 
University

• Medical School: Vanderbilt 
University

• Fellowship: Cardiology

• Research Track: post-doc years 
2021-2023

• Research Interests: Utilizing high 
fidelity ICU data in forecasting 
algorithms

• Funding: Burroughs Welcome 
Fund Physician Scientist Incubator 
Program, R38 StARR Awardee

• Hobbies: Swimming, baking, 
reading, sitting on the porch with 
my dog and husband
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Sarah 

bedoyan, Md

• Undergrad: University of 
Michigan

• Medical School: Case Western 
Reserve University

• Fellowship: Gastroenterology

• Research Track: Integrated 
Research Pathway

• Research Interests: Pediatric 
Acute Liver Failure, Liver 
Transplant, Quality 
Improvement

• Hobbies: Reading, hiking, 
cooking, hanging out with my 
rabbit



Tsuyoshi fujita, 

MD, PHD

• Undergrad: Tohoku University

• Medical School: Tohoku 
University

• Fellowship: 
Hematology/Oncology

• Research Track: Categorical 
Plus

• Research Interests: The 
immune system, T cells, and 
monocytes/macrophages in the 
setting of chronic 
inflammation, especially cancer

• Research Funding: T32 

• Hobbies: cooking (deep frying)



Nicholas 

Harris, MD, 

PHD

• Undergrad: University of Wisconsin

• Medical School: Vanderbilt 
University School of Medicine

• Fellowship: Adolescent Medicine

• Research Track: Accelerated Research 
Pathway

• Research Interests: The intersection 
of sleep, stress, and substance use in 
adolescents exposed to early life stress 
prior to development of a substance 
use disorder. I plan to use 
polysomnography (sleep EEG) and 
neuroimaging to identify markers 
that can distinguish amongst those 
with early life stress those at risk for 
development of substance misuse and 
use sleep as a therapeutic 
intervention to ameliorate that risk.

• Hobbies: Cooking, gardening, being 
a Dad
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